
Izzy’s Guide to
IA Awesomeness



Your Task in an Econ IA

• Your job is not to summarize an article!

• Instead, your task is to explain the economic theory which is “hiding” 
in the article.

• You want to fill in the gaps – bring the economic theory to the 
conversation.

• You also need to evaluate something! This means looking at two sides 
to an issue.



The Article

• Pick a good article (not just the first one you find).  The topic of your 
commentary should be obvious. It should not be too long (which 
leaves you with nothing to add) or too short (which gives you nothing 
to explain and evaluate). 

• Read your article closely. Be sure you really understand it!

• Use the article. You should reference it or quote it multiple times. Use 
the numbers from the article in your commentary (and diagrams).



The CC

• The Course Companion is your friend.

• If the theory or graph you are using is not in the CC, then something 
is wrong.

• Don’t copy the CC word for word!













Helpful Hints

• No titles – “Commentary on…”

• Draw graphs on the paper, or make them on a computer.

• Don’t cite the article or the CC.

• No (or very short) introductions – just dive right in!

• Highlight your article properly (which means rarely) – not every other 
line, one sentence only, etc.


